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Open Call 
The open call for the Off Circuit of the second edition of the Biennale della Fotografia 
Femminile is finally here! We’re looking for photographic projects to exhibit during the 
next edition of BFF, which will be held in Mantua, Italy, from March 3rd through the 
27th 2022.

The call is open exclusively to all people who identify as female and who are 18 years or 
older. The projects must explore this edition’s theme, which is Legacy. The projects must 
have a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 10 photos. 
All types of photographs are accepted: digital or analog scans; any type of photo graphic 
equipment is accepted: view camera, pin hole, 35 mm, mirrorless, dslr, cell phone, etc.; all 
styles of photography are allowed: reportage, portraiture, conceptual photography, story-
telling, etc. 

The images will be selected by the Biennale della Fotografia Femminile commission and 
will be exhibited in public locations in Mantova in an Off Circuit. These locations will 
be shops, libraries, co-working spaces, restaurants or other. The photographs will be visible 
during each establishment’s opening hours. The arrangement, dimensions and set up of the 
photographs will be defined by the commission. Costs are entirely covered by the BFF.

What are we looking for? 
The theme of the second edition of BFF is Legacy. We have chosen this theme because we 
live in a time of great social, climactic and cultural changes, almost all of them not initiated 
by the latest generation but by previous ones. Now we must use this legacy in the best of 
ways to model the future. We asked ourselves: how are and how will human beings be able 
to manage their heredity? What does passing the staff mean? From family connections, to 
our DNA, to the debate on the environment, architectural and cultural heritage to reflect 
on this topic: what have the previous generations left us, and what will we do with this? We 
try to analyze the process of change as a reaction produced by a collective heredity. We’re 
not where we are (just) because of choices external to us, but the world is structured on its 
contingent complexity of an interweaving of arbitrary choices and ones desired. The present 
and future are the kin of the past. And today’s choices set the cornerstones for our tomor-
rows. How do we want to change the future? What can we do? What tools do we have? How 
can we better our present with what was given to us from the past?

Among the photographers that are selected for exhibition in the Off Circuit, there will be 
three prizes given by a jury composed of: Mulieris Magazine, Fotofabbrica, Lomography.

The selection committee is composed of:
Sara Lorusso and Greta Langianni Mulieris Magazine 
Massimiliano Carraglia Fotofabbrica Piacenza 
Melissa Peritore Lomography
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Mulieris Magazine will publish photos of the selected winner in their paper issue coming out 
after the closing of BFF 2022, and will dedicate an article online.

The Fotofabbrica prize is 500 euros worth of services, spendable in various services on one or on 
several occasions (fine art prints, frames, installations, and other) to be done at the Fotofabbrica 
space in Piacenza, within a year from receiving the prize.

Lomography will award a package with their Diana F+ camera and a set of Lomo film.

To participate in the selection it’s necessary to give a contribution of 25 euro to the associa-
tion La Papessa.
The contribution is not refundable for any reason. 

A word on the contribution
The association La Papessa, who creates the Biennale della Fotografia Femminile, is a non-profit 
association of cultural and social promotion. All earnings are invested in the production of the 
festival. We constantly strive to offer events, exhibitions and activities at reasonable costs or free of 
charge when possible. Our objective is to grow more and more to offer opportunities for knowl-
edge, work and help support organizations that work in the fields of discrimination, women’s 
issues and photography.

Instructions for sending a project
The images (5 to 10) must be sent in a PDF which also contains: brief personal biography, title of 
the project and a brief description of the project.

The pdf can weigh a maximum of 5 MB and must be titled in the following way: opencall_name_
lastname_projecttitle
Example: opencall_Giulia_Rossi_Estatefinita

The email containing the pdf must be accompanied by a receipt showing the contribution 
payment. 

The contribution must be done through Paypal or bank transfer. 
PayPal: biennaleff@gmail.com or paypal.me/bffmantova
Bank transfer: La Papessa 
UniCredit Banca 
IBAN IT09J0200811510000105503387 
SWIFT: UNCRITM1M96 

All other types of attachments, links and portfolios will not be considered, as will projects 
that do not follow the theme. Applications without a receipt of contribution payment will 
also be discarded. 

All materials must be sent exclusively in digital format as an attachment to the email address: 
opencall@bffmantova.com with subject “OFF CIRCUIT NAME SURNAME” (example: OFF 
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CIRCUIT GIULIA ROSSI”) by 11:59 pm GMT+1 on September 30th 2021. The selected 
photographs will be announced on the 1st of November 2021. The selection will be announced 
on our website and on our social media, and an email will be sent to the selected photographers, 
who will have 14 days to send the selected material in high resolution. An email will also be sent 
to those who weren’t selected.

The three prize winners will be announced during the opening days from March 3rd through 
the 6th 2022. All selected photographers are invited to participate during the prize announce-
ment when the three selected winners will be announced, however this is not obligatory to receive 
a prize. Once the prize winners are announced, they will have 14 days to accept or reject the prize 
via email. In case a prize is rejected, the commission will give it to the next photographer listed. 

Terms and Conditions 
The participating artist will: 

1. Guarantee the to be the author of the images; 
2. Declare that the works are the result of their own hand and that they have all the mental 

abilities to stipulate this agreement; 
3. Guarantee and assure that the exhibition of the works does not violate the rights of any third 

party, in whole or in part; 
4. Supply, within the date established by the organization, the materials for catalog publication 

of the Biennale della Fotografia Femminile: 
- Images in high resolution 
- Consent form (where necessary) 
- Captions 
- Copyright (if present) 
- Any courtesies due 
- A written presentation of the work 
5. Bear the travel expenses to be present at the inauguration, prize awarding and during the 

Biennale, should the artist decide to be present in person. 

The organization of the Biennale will have the right or obligation to: 
A. Supply adequate exhibition space for the duration of the Open Call exhibition; 
B. Provide for the exhibition preparation;
C. Provide for the exhibition dismantling; 
D.Include the material in communication that promotes the exhibitions of the Bi ennale della 

Fotografia Femminile, even future editions. 
E. Promote the exhibitions through its communication channels; 
F. Bear the printing and framing costs. 

NOTE: The Biennale della Fotografia Femminile will have the possibility to use the selected im-
ages of the Open Call digitally or in print for communication purposes. The artists that will be 
exhibiting in the Off Circuit will have the right to personally collect their prints after April 4th 
and by April 30th 2022 at a location in Mantova that will be communicated. After such date, the 
La Papessa association will become the owner of the above mentioned prints, and may use them 
for archival purposes. 
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Participation implies the acceptance of all regulations and terms and conditions and the 
acceptance of the right of La Papessa to use personal information provided to communicate 
with the participant. The personal information collected will not be given to third parties.




